PRESS RELEASE 21.07.14 Lesvos

Unaccompanied minor severely self-injured himself in Moria "first reception” detention
centre in Lesvos

On 17/7/2014 a 17-year-old Afghan who had been detained for many days in Moria awaiting his
transfer to a special reception centre for minors cut his arms in an act of despair and protest as he
could not stand anymore being closed up for many days and under such conditions. He was
transferred to the psychiatry department of the local hospital.

In Greece there are 10 reception centres for unaccompanied minors with about 330 places in total
that need to cover the needs of thousands. At the same time that a vast number of reception
places are lacking many minors fear long detention upon arrival in Greece in so called First
Reception Camps (detention centres) if they register with their real age and register themselves as
adults. The background: Unaccompanied minors arriving in first reception centres have to undergo
a number of medical examinations and then wait for a place in one of the overcrowded reception
centres in order to be released. The detention duration varies and can reach one month or more
months, while delays depend on the crowdedness in the reception facilities.

As a consequence hundreds of unaccompanied minors register as adults. They are being
transferred to Pre-removal Detention Centres at the mainland, such as Amigdaleza, Corinth,
Komotini, Xanthi, Fylakio or Drama / Parenesti where legal aid is not existing. When they realise
that they end up facing 18 months detention or more due to their changed age all of them try to find
ways to proof that they are minors.

Anyhow, if age-assesment has taken place already in First Reception Detention it is unlikely if not
impossible (without the help of a lawyer) the authorities will approve a second age-assesment
later. Age-assesment procedures have been recently defined in a Ministerial Decision for First
Reception but not for Pre-Removal Detention Centres. As a result the procedures vary in the
different places and more than that the ways and methods carried out are highly questionable. For
this reason among others many unaccompanied minors end up in 18 month detention.

We demand for the immediate creation of sufficient special reception centres for unaccompanied
minors. In this frame the Reception Centre for Unaccompanied Minors in Agiassos, Lesvos, which
was closed earlier this year despite the huge need should be re-opened with the necessary funding
to allow for its functioning.

And we demand for the immediate release of all unaccompanied minors in first reception detention
centres, pre-removal centres or any other form of detention. As provided for in the Guidelines on
Policies and Procedures in dealing with Unaccompanied Children Seeking Asylum from UNHCR
(1997) "(T)he child should be given the benefit of the doubt if the exact age is uncertain" and "the
main guiding principle in any child care and protection action is the principle of the 'best interest of
the child™.
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Acvvodevtog avijlikog avtotpavpatiletal cofapd oto Kévrpo Ilpatng Yrodoyxig otn Mopra/ Kévrpo
Kpatnong Aéopov

Ytg 17/7/2014 17 ypovog A@yovog mov kpothOnke yio opketéc uépec otmv Moplo  mepuévovtag v
petapopd tov og éva Kévipo Ymodoyng yioo AvAAkove, yopakmae Ta XEPLe TOL G€ Ui TPAEN ameAmioiog Kot
dopoptupiag, KoOOG dev Hmopohoe vo avTEEEL TOL TOV TOPATEVOUEVO EYKAEIGUO TOV KOl KOT® Ao TIG
ouvOnkeg mov emikpotovy gkel. O aoVVOdEVTOC AVAAIKOG APYavOg LETAPEPONKE GTO YOYLOTPIKO TUNILO TOV
TOTKOV VOGOKOUEIOV.

v EAAGda vdpyovv 10 Kévipa Ymodoyng yio acvvOdELTONE BVAAKOVS OV 0VTIGTOLY0VV o€ mepimov 330
0éc€1c GUVOAIKA KOl TPETEL VO KOADYOUV aVAYKEG YIMAO®OV avnAikov. ETeidn vrdpyetl tepdotio EAAEIYT
apBpov Bécewv @uhofeviag, moAliol aviikol 6tav @tdvovv otnv EAAGSa ota amoxolovueva “Kévipa
IMpdtng Ymodoync™ (Kévtpa kpdnong), kabdg gofodvial TNV TapUTEWVOUEVT KPATNGOT O TEPIMTOCT TOV
OMADGGOLV TNV TPAYUATIKY TOVS NAKio, SNAGVOLY Kol Kataypapovtol o¢ evijatkol. H dwadwkacio ivor 1
g€ng: O1 aocvvddevtol aviiikol mTov @tdvovv oto Kévipa Ilpdtng Ymodoyng mpémel va mepdoovy Ttnv
YPOUQEOKPUTIKY O100IKOGI0 TNG KOTAYPAPNS KOl LETE VO TEPLUEVOVY GTOV ¥DPO KPATNnong mote vo Ppebdet
0éon o€ éva amd ta vrepmAnpn Kévipa Ymodoyne AvnAikov kot vo petaeepbodv ekel. H didpketo g
KPATNONG TOIKIAEL Kot EEMEPVA GE TOAAEG TEPIMTMGELS TOV VO, Ve, VD ol kabvotepnoslg e€aptdvTtal and
TOV GUVOOTIOUO OTIC OOUEG LTOSOYNG.

Q¢ OLVETEWD EKOTOVTAOEG OOLVOOELTOL OVAAKOL KOTAYPAQOVIOL ®G eVAAIKOL Metapépovial o€
Ipéavaympnorokd Kévipa otnv Apvydaréla, omnv Kopwvbo, oty Kopotvn, ot Eavon, cto Gvidkio 1
otV Apdua oto [Hapavéstt. Omov dev vapyel vouikn otipién. Otav cuvEIdNTOTO0VY OTL avVTIETOTILOVY
TOOVOTNTA  SEKAOYTAUNVNG 1 KOl LEYOADTEPNG GE YPOVIKN dldpKeEw  Kpdtnong &attiag ¢ nAkiog mwov
Miooav, mpocmadodv va Ppovv Tpdmovg va amodei&ovy TV avnAKOTNTAG TOVG.

Edv n miotomoinon g niwiag £xet yivelr oto Kévipo [Ipdtng Ymodoyng eivarl oyedov adbvato (ywpig v
VTooTAPIEN SIKNYOPOL) Ol 0pYES Vo deTOVV Uid VEN TIGTOTOINoN NAlKiag petayevéstepa. [Ipoceata e
VTOVPYIKY améeacn M dwudikacia motomoinong ¢ nAkiag opiotnke yo ta Kévipo Ipdtng Ymodoyng
aAAG Oyt Yo ta [Ipoavaywpnoiakd Kévipa. Qg ek To0TOL 01 610.01K0GIEC TOKIAOVY GE S1APOPOVS YDPOLS
kpatnong. Kupiog opmg  or dwdwkacieg kot ot pébodor mov epapuoloviar givar oe peydro Podupd
apeopntiopes. o avtd Tov Adyo aArd Kot Yo, ToAAODS dAlovg BéPata, peydiog apluodg acvvodevtmv
OVAMK®OV KATOAYOUV G UaKpOypovn Kpdtnon mov Eemepvael Tovg 18 pnvec.

Zntaue v aupeon onuovpyia €0tkdv Kévipov Ymodoyng yio acvuvodenToug aviAkovg Tov Vo KAADTTOUY
TIG avdykec. e autd 10 mhaicto to Kévipo Ymodoyng AvnAikov otnv Ayidco-AécPov 1o omoio ékheloe
TOPA TO YEYOVOC OTL VIAPYEL TepdoTio ovaykn Oa  zmpémer vo avoier Eavd pe v omapoitntn
YPNLOTOSOTIOT TOV VAL EMLTPETEL TV AELTOVPYiO. TOV.

Téhog {ntape tnv dueon oameievbépoon tov avnAikov amd to Kévipa Ilpdtng Ymodoyng, to
IMpoavaympnolokd Kévipa kot amd kdbe eidovg kpdmon. Onwg mpoPrénetar otig 0dnyieg g Ymotng
Appoaoteiag yio Toug mpoécseuyes (1997) yuo TIg TOMTIKES Kol TIG SAdIKAGIES OV APOPOVY TO AGLVOSELTA
modLd wov ypnlovv diebvn Tpootacio: “Xto mwodi Oa mpémetl va diveton 1o TAEOVEKTNLA TG apPlBoAiag eGv
N okpPNc nAkia dev eivor kabopiopévn” kat “n PBacikn kabodnyntikn apyn o€ Kabe mpdén pépuvog Kot
TPOGTAGING Yio TO Totdi lval TAvVTa TPOG TO PEATIOTO CLUPEPOV TOL TTALS100.”
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